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At the end of the 20th century in Russia the profession of sociologist is becoming very popular and as a result - are the openings of the sociological faculties and the departments in the universities. But in spite of this, at that period of time most men thought – sociologists are people, who walk on streets with the questionnaires and interrogate others. So people never thought that sociologist is a profession, it was more like an activity to do or a hobby. And now a few decades later, we can officially start to conduct a systematic monitoring of the dynamics of the development of the profession of sociologist. So what happens to sociologists? We have attempted to analyze similarities and differences in the characteristics of the profession of sociologist in terms of inhabitants and sociologists themselves. In addition, we wanted to reveal the role of government in the development of the profession of sociologist in Russia. 

In order to identify sociology as a profession, it is necessary that in public mind sociologists would appear as a carrier of "knowledge", formed by a socially recognized system of long-term specialized training. The more complicated and longer the process of getting knowledge and skills is, the higher the public authority is. The more harder it is to get accepted in the university, the higher is the status of the school where you can study to be sociologist and the role of the profession grows up as well. 

Our data shows that a significant proportion of respondents 45% (inhabitants) believe that social scientists are the people of mental work, with a university degree and their skills can be only used during the electoral campaigns and during some marketing researches, 34% of respondents said that there are way to much sociologists in our labor market now and most of them are not qualified as experts. But completely different information we received from the interviewing sociologists themselves. The majority of the respondents – sociologists said that sociologist is a profession and not only because of its high public value and some governmental support, but also because of its basic functions that lay upon some professional trade associations, such as the Russian Society of Sociologists.

The main conclusions of our research are that nowadays sociologists are starting to perceive as a professionals and its directly related  to the duration and complexity of the development work, and also our government started to support and develop specialized Educational Institutions and Professional Associations.

